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A.  LINCOLN 


STENCIL 


Owned  by 
MRS.  PEARL  HARLER 

905  Central  Ave. 
Charleston,  West  Virginia 
25302 


A.  LINCOLN 


STENCIL 

The  enclosed  photograph  of 
the  A.  Lincoln  stencil  is  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the 
original.  It  is  made  of  brass 
and  shows  evidence  of  be- 
ing used.  It  was  found  sev- 
eral years  ago  behind  a 
small  inside  drawer  of  a 
three-sectional  secretary 
desk.  This  piece  of  antique 
furniture  came  from  Ohio 
and  the  wood  and  its  style 


of  construction  indicate  that 
its  age  could  possibly  date 
back  to  the  period  of  1837 
to  1861,  the  years  Lincoln 
lived  in  Springfield,  Illinois. 

Several  years  ago  this 
stencil  was  examined  by 
Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 
the  Director  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation, 
who  declared  it  had  all  of 
the  earmarks  of  being  a 
genuine  Lincoln  relic;  how- 
ever, there  are  no  state- 
ments or  affidavits  avail- 
able stating  that  it  was  once 
the  property  of  the  Six- 
teenth President. 


Residents  'New 


May  Be  Lin 


By  Evelyn  Comer 

'  Staff  Wriler 

A  grey  shingled  home  on 
Charleston's  West  Side  houses 
a  collection  which  is  indirect- 
ly responsible  for  a  new  hobby 
of  its  owner. 

Mrs.  Claude  B.  Harler  of  817 
Sixth  St.  has  been  buying  an- 
tiques for  20  years  —  from 
friends,  from  neighbors,  at  auc- 
tions, or  anywhere  she  can  find 
them. 

Among  these  items  is  a  hand- 
made three-sectional  secretary 
which  she  acquired  from  a  St. 
Albans  woman  who  hgd  pur- 
chased it  a  few  months  earlier 
at  an  auction.  The  auctioneer 
had  bought  it,  along  with  a 
whole  houseful  of  old  furniture, 
somewhere  in  Ohio,  but  he 
could  not  remember  exactly 
where. 


Mrs.  Harler  took  the  secre- 
tary (home,  letting  it  set  for 
several  weeks  in  the  garage 
while  she  re-arranged  furni- 
ture in  her  home  to  make  room 
for  it.  Then  she  started  to 
clean  her  "new"  antique. 

*  *  * 

WHEN  ONE  of  the  little 
drawers  refused  to  push  in 
far  enough  to  make  it  flush 
with  its  frame,  she  took  it  out 
to  find  what  was  holding  it. 

Far  in  the  back  she  found  a 
brass  stencil  carrying  the 
name,  "A.  Lincoln.",  portions 
of  wrappers  from  Arbuckle 
coffee  and  Prince  Albert  to- 
bacco, and  a  faded,  yellow 
clipping  from  a  newspaper 
telling  the  procedure  for  car- 
ing for  a  beehive. 

The  papers  didn't  matter 
much  to  Mrs.  Harler,  except 
that  age  was  indicated  by  their 
condition;  yet  she  kept  them. 
But  the  stencil  did  matter. 
Was  it  possible  that  she  had 
come  en  something  of  value — 
that  the  secretary  may  have 
one  day  belonged  to  Abra- 
ham Lincoln? 

*  *  * 

SHE  CONTACTED  Dr.  R. 
Gerald  McMurty,  director  of 
the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation,  who  declared  that 
the  "stencil  has  all  the  ear- 
marks of  being  a  genuine  Lin- 
coln relic;  however,  there  are 
no  statements  or  affidavits 
that  it  was  once  the  property 
of  the  16th  President". 

Of  the  secretary,  Dr.  Mc- 
Murtry  advised  that  "the  wood 
and  its  style  of  construction 
indicate  that  its  age  could  pos- 
sibly date  back  to  the  period 
of  1837  to  1861,  the  years  Lin- 
coln lived  in  Springfield,  111." 

QUITE  POSSIBLY,  Mrs. 
Harler  never  will  know  if  her 
antique  desk  belonged  to  the 
"Great  Emancipator",  but  it 
has  served  as  the  basis  for  a 
new  hobby.  Instead  of  just 
searching  for  antiques,  she 
now  keeps  her  eyes  open  for 
items  to  add  to  her  Lincoln 
collection. 


ntique 
Original 


THIS  IS  THE  reproduction  of  the  brass  stencil  which  Mr^. 
C.  B.  Harler  found  lodged  behind  a  drawer  of  an  antique 
secretary  she  was  adding  to  her  collection,  indicating 
that  it  may  have  belonged  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  The 
secretary  can  be  traced  back  to  Ohio,  but  there  the 
trail  is  obliterated. 


HANDMADE  SECRETARY  belonging  to  Mrs  Claude  B. 
Harler  of  Sixth  Street  is  believed  to  be,  from  the  wood 
condition  and  type  of  construction,  more  than  100  years 
old.  A  brass  stencil  found  in  the  antique  indicates  that 
it  may  once  have  belonged  to  Abraham  Lincoln;  how- 
ever, there  seems  to  be  no  way  to  prove  it. 

(Staff  Photos  by  Frank  Wilkin) 
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LINCOLN  DRAPE  is  the 
name  of  this  glass  pattern 
in  an  old-fashioned  oil 
lamp,  converted  to  elec- 
tricity, which  Mrs.  Harler 
has  added  to  her  "Lincoln 
collection".  Other  additions 
include  a  water  color  por- 
trait of  the  famous  presi- 
dent in  a  wide  gold  leaf 
frame. 


